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Account of a Water Spout. 

New England is not fo rapid as has been fuppofed. • But the 
rates, at which even old towns are increafing, are very differ- 
as will appear from the following table, in which the 



ent 



times of obfervation, the number of inhabitants, thr annual 
deaths, bfcfthsV increafe, and periods <jf duplication are'es&ib- 
ited together. 





Time of obf. 


No. inhab. 


Deaths. 


Births. 


Increafe. 


Period of duplication. 


Nantucket, 


8 years 


4620 


63.64 


175- 


111-38 


49.1 years. 


Northborough, 


11} 


550 


6-55 


19.58 


13-03 


496 


Stow, 

Beverly, ift parifh, 


4J» 
X4 


830 
ajoi" 


"■'3-, 
45-48 ; 


95-' 


•~%' S 7 l 


"36- 


Barnflable, E. P. 


9 


1365 


18.66 


44-44 


»5-78 


37- 


Shrewfbury, 


ao 


963 


12.15 


46.75 


14.60 


46. 


Hatfield, 


30 


703 


10.05 


40.15 


10.10 


48.6 


Hamilton, 


*5 


900 


11.76 


, 24.48 


14.74 


49* 


Newton, 


10 


13°° 


19. 


38.40 


19.40 


49-5 






1385* 


199.20 


47*-*3 


273.03 





The whole number of inhabitants in thefe nine places is 
13854, their mean annual increafe is 273 > and their period of 
duplication is 35% years. 
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Account of a Water Spout, in Watuppa Pond, at Freetown, in d 
tetter from NEHEMTAH BENNETT, ifquire, to JOHN 
DAVIS, Efquire. 

Mjddleborougb, OB. 5, 1798* 

OEAB. SIR, 

1 HERE give you a^fcri^^n.c<f.,Ae ; reinarkable 
Water Spout, which took place in Fre,ejtown, in the. County, of 
Briftol, in a Pond called the North Watuppa Pond. The Pond 

is 



Account of a IViitcr Spout. -ji- 

ts about four miles in length, from north to fouth, and from 
half a mile to a mile in width from eafl to weft. This phe- 
nomenon, which was {ken at the diftancc of eight or ten 
miles, took place in the month of A\iguft, 1 797. The day 
was clear and calm, and the pond very fmooth, previous to its 
beginning. Its firft appearance was about two of the clock in 
die afternoon. A roughnefs of the water was noticed near the 
eafl fhorc of the pond, and very foon the water began to rife 
in form of a pyramid or cone, to appearance, about forty feet 
in height ; thence it arofe perpendicularly in. a cylindrical 
form,in a very mart time, and apparently, to the height of a 
cloud, which at the fame time was rifing from the weft. The 
cloud, at this time, appeared to be low, and the front or fore- 
moft part was projected nearly in a perpendicular dire&ion, 
toward the head of the water fpout. The column of water, 
ftill increafing in. height, at length formed a curve near the 
top, to meet the cloud, and quickly xmited with it ; at this 
time the cloud appeared to thicken and turn dark. The cone 
of water appeared at bottom, about two rods in diameter, 
and at about forty feet in height ; it appeared to be about 
three or fottr feet in : diameter ; thence, of the fame bignefs, to 
the cloud, and all appeared very black. This cone was fur- 
rounded tvith «a mift or fpray of water, of about twenty rods 
in diameter at bottona, and in the fame conic form, to the 
height of about thirty or forty feet. 

In about ten minutes after it had united with the cloud, the 
bottom of the fpout feparated from the pond, fo that the 
observers could fee under it, and as foon as it had thus feparat- 
ed. 
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ed, it fwiftly moved weftward, acrofs the pond. When it 
came to the land, it twifted limbs from trees, tore the bufhes 
and carried leaves and flicks into the aifc Croffing the land 
for a finall diftance, and coming to a brook, a fmall column of 
water again arofe from the brook, to the height of twenty or 
thirty feet, and pointed towards the foot of the fpout which 
had feparated from the pond, and at this time was at a con- 
fiderable height. In a fhort time afterward, the whole of the 
fpout arofe and was all diflblved in the cloud, without any 
fudden or very uncommon, fall of water. In abbttt tfttree 
quarters of *a hour; kit an liour afterwards it began to rain, 
and rained for about art hour very powerfully ; but the fhowei* 
was confined to the vicinity of the pond, and extended not 
far any way. The motion of the water, in riling, was m form 
of a fcrew, arid thewhirltn* couirtfe of i&t waterwasr againtt or 
contrary to that of the fun. It appeared to run very fwiftly. 

I have collected this account from feveral refpedtable gen- 
tlemen in , the neighbourhood of the pond, who were .eye 
witnefTes-to the phenomenon. One in particular,,, who gave 
me the moft minute account, was within about eighty rods, 
and particularly attended to it. . 

Sir, if the foregoing will be fervkeable in your philosophical 
ftudies, or in any other way, the views of your humble ief- 
vant in tranfmitting it will be completely anfwercd. 

NEHEMIAH EENNET* 

Hon. John Davis, Efq. 
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